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The Cincinnati Zoo de-
leted its Twitter account last 
Tuesday after being bombard-
ed with protests, memes, and 
jokes surrounding the killing 
of  Harambe the gorilla. 
Similarly, Thane Maynard, 
the zoo’s director, had his 
Twitter account hacked twice 
last week. 
The account was temporari-
ly turned into a Harambe meme 
account and started an explicit 
Harambe-themed  hashtag. 
Last week, Thane Maynard 
spoke up about the response. 
“We are not amused by the 
memes, petitions and signs 
about Harambe,” Maynard 
said. “Our zoo family is still 
healing, and the constant men-
tion of  Harambe makes mov-
us. We are honoring Harambe 
by redoubling our gorilla con-
servation efforts and encour-
aging others to join us.” 
But the backlash didn’t stop 
there. Maynard’s account was 
hacked for a second time last 
week. 
Presumably, the same hacker 
tweeted out, “I suggest you all 
Many students copying the ac-
ademic calendar into their plan-
ners this semester were shocked 
to discover that study day, the 
traditionally been a free day for 
students to prepare for exams, 
had been removed from the 
calendar. 
The decision to remove study 
day was made two years ago by the 
Calendar Committee, a university 
committee that deals with the cal-
endar. The Calendar Committee 
consists of  twelve faculty/staff  
members and one student. 
Senior Director for the 
Division of  Student Affairs and 
a sitting member of  the Calendar 
Committee, Leah Busam-
Klenowski remembers several 
conversations that she had with 
the student population.
and the Calendar Committee 
heard from numerous students 
who were in support of  remov-
ing or changing study day as well 
as quite a few who didn’t care 
about it one way or another,” 
Busam-Klenowski said. 
She also noted that the student 
representative on the committee 
was heavily in favor of  removing 
the study day from the calendar. 
“The student representatives 
to the committee repeatedly not-
ed that many students party on 
the weekend and then use study 
day to make up for that time 
lost,” she said. 
Students have expressed a vari-
ety of  reactions to the removal of  
study day ranging from extreme 
anger to casual indifference. 
Senior Pat Holden, a Health 
Services major, reacted negative-
ly to the removal of  study day. 
“Exams are stressful and to 
take away the study day shows 
a lack of  concern for students’ 
needs,” Holden said.
from study day, Holden responded, 
“Yes absolutely. Study day helped 
Other students said they had no 
idea study day had been removed. 
Junior Communications ma-
jor Zeina Farhat said, “I honestly 
had no idea that it was removed, 
but I am glad I get go home a day 
earlier.” 
The Twitter accounts of the Cincinnati Zoo and its director, Thane Maynard, were deleted last week after a summer-
long onslaught of memes related to the death of Harambe the gorilla and a compromise of Maynard’s account.
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change your passwords, every 
one of  them. And yes, that in-
cludes your @cincinnatizoo.org 
email address,” and, “No, I’m 
not a threat to the zoo or staff. 
I’m trying to help this time.”
This kind of  online harass-
ment is familiar to Xavier pro-
fessor Leslie Rasmussen who 
received countless threats and 
accusations online earlier this 
summer. 
The harassment followed 
a case concerning Stanford 
University student Brock 
Turner who was convicted of  
three accounts of  sexual as-
sault in June. 
During Turner’s trial, 
his childhood friend, Leslie 
Rasmussen, was a character 
witness, denying the allega-
tions against Turner. Harassers 
assumed Xavier’s Rasmussen 
to be the same woman who 
spoke at Turner’s trial, despite 
the two women having no af-
-
er than the same name. 
an antagonistic email in 
her Xavier inbox, and later 
checked her Facebook and 
cruel messages referencing the 
Brock Turner case. 
Immediately Rasmussen 
contacted Xavier Police, and 
her name and contact infor-
mation were taken off  the uni-
versity website. 
The harassment continued 
for two weeks, but Rasmussen 
took a look at it from a bigger 
picture. 
“Even if  I was that Leslie 
Rasmussen, it doesn’t make 
it okay. It’s not okay to be-
have this way...The real Leslie 
Rasmussen, the one who 
wrote this letter, is a 20-year-
old female in Ohio. And, based 
on what she said in her letter, it 
doesn’t sound like she under-
stands what rape is, or sexual 
assault. And that is a bigger 
problem,” Rasmussen said.
Rasmussen refused to take 
responsibility for the mistakes 
and carelessness of  others. 
While she disagrees with 
the Zoo’s decision to delete its 
Twitter account, she has her 
own approach for tackling on-
line harassment. 
“So what if  I was her? We 
still should not behave this 
way... we need to educate, and 
not harass and bully and troll.”
John Travolta added a new title to 
his resume: Honorary Sheriff  of  
Hamilton County.
John Travolta, who has starred 
in popular movies like Grease, 
Saturday Night Fever and Pulp 
Fiction, has taken on a new char-
acter angle for the silver screen. 
Gotti: In 
the Shadow of  My Father, the mega-
County, Ohio.
According to the Enquirer, 
thing Travolta’s been doing in 
Hamilton County. After members 
Response Team for the county 
Travolta’s movie, Travolta and 
director Kevin Connolly visited 
the deputies to thank them for 
volunteering and were met with 
a surprise: both were deputized 
as honorary sheriffs of  Hamilton 
County by Sheriff  Jim Neil. 
According to Journal News, 
Butler County Jail and a former 
jailing unit in Hamilton County. 
Travolta even made a brief  ap-
pearance on Xavier’s campus for 
the shooting of  several scenes. 
The movie has the cooperation 
Travolta himself  has attracted 
some attention from Hamilton 
County residents, and the sheriff  
deputation has been a nice nod to 
County Sheriff  Richard Jones told 
Journal News that Travolta’s crew 
is bringing money into the area.
“They have rented a place to 
park their vehicles and a local church 
to feed their crew,” Jones said. 





John Travolta, Hollywood actor
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The internet has had a long laugh with the 
death of  Harambe, the Zoo has had enough










Check out the details from a crazy 
week in sports both collegiate and 
professional.
Features
Feataure writer Carly Mulert 
looks forward to the festivities of  
The University of  Cincinnati voted not to allow smoking on any of its campuses. 
Xavier is one of the few schools left in the region without a similar ban in place.
photo courtesy of citytowninfo.com
The Board of  Trustees for the 
University of  Cincinnati (UC) 
voted unanimously to ban all 
forms of  tobacco on all of  their 
campuses on Aug. 24.
The ban is set to go into effect 
May 1, 2017.  
All forms of  tobacco, includ-
ing chewing tobacco, electronic 
cigarettes, cigars and hookahs will 
be prohibited for students and 
faculty to use on the campus.
This ban is also in place for 
any visitors, vendors and contac-
tors that may be present on UC’s 
campus. 
The idea for the ban began 
in October 2015, when UC’s 
student government passed a 
tobacco-free campus resolution, 
as numerous students and faculty 
members had grown concerned 
about the increased health risks 
caused by smoking and second-
hand smoke.
In late February of  2016, for-
mer UC President Santa Ono an-
nounced the formation of  a com-
mittee to help move the tobacco 
free resolution forward. 
“It’s a leadership move to help 
people understand that the im-
portance of  good healthy behav-
ior and smoking tobacco products 
is certainly not one of  them,” 
University spokesman Greg Vehr 
said.
“The new policy is in line 
with UC’s health-related re-
search, teaching and patient 
care. This give us a particular 
obligation to be sensitive to 
health-protection issues,” UC’s 
field service assistant profes-
sor of  human services Amanda 
Lynch said. 
Employees on the campus 
could be subjected to termina-
ban, and students who violate 
could be held accountable by 
the student code of  conduct and 
state laws. Visitors could also be 
denied entry onto the campus 
and subjected to arrest for violat-
ing the policy. 
“Hopefully, this will make 
UC a healthier and cleaner place 
for everyone,” Liz Aumann, UC 
member said.
This movement has left several 
of  Xavier’s students surprised that 
the campus has not proposed a 
similar movement as well. 
Xavier University still allows 
outdoor smoking 15 feet or more 
from doors and windows and 
away from covered walkways.
“I think it’s a great thing that 
UC is going tobacco free,” ju-
nior Kate Frank said. “I’m sur-
prised they’re doing it before us 
though, since they’re such a larger 
campus.” 
“I think it’s really cool that UC 
is going tobacco free. I understand 
that it is an individual’s choice to 
smoke or use tobacco, but with all 
the information and research we 
now have and have had showing 
that it affects others who choose 
to be tobacco free, I think it’s a 
step in the right direction,” junior 
Mikhayla Walker said. 
UC has a workforce of  16,000 
people and had a record enroll-
ment of  45,000 students this fall 
semester, making the movement 
The Ohio State University and 
Miami University also already 
have bans on tobacco, along 
with both Northern Kentucky 
University and the University of  
Kentucky. 
The Ohio Board of  Regents 
that oversees policy for all state 
universities had also voted in 2012 
to strongly recommend tobacco 
bans on campuses. 
“I really think our campus 
should go tobacco free like a lot 
of  other campuses across the 
country,” Frank said. 
“It prevents those who choose 
not to smoke to be affected by the 
smoking of  others.”
Junior Kinsey Krause agreed 
that a smoke ban would be 
“I think it would be better 
for the environment if  we had a 
smoke-free campus and it would 
be healthier for people,” junior 
Kinsey Krause said. 
“I think it would be smart 
for Xavier to have a similar rule. 
Tobacco free public areas aren’t 
that new, and I think it would en-
courage a healthier atmosphere on 
campus,” Walker said. 
Not all Xavier students be-
lieve a movement like this would 
some think it may even reduce the 
enrollment here. 
“If  a ban on tobacco did hap-
pen, people might not actually fol-
low the rules and still do it any-
way,” Krause said. 
“I also think that some people 
might not want to go here if  they 
A federal ruling in the law-
suit against the Obama admin-
istration and U.S. Department 
of  Education has resulted in an 
injunction temporarily blocking 
transgender students from using 
bathrooms and other facilities of  
their choice. 
The case, in which 13 states 
seud the federal government, was 
heard by U.S. District Judge Reed 
O’Connor in Fort Worth, Texas. 
The states suing are Alabama, 
Arizona, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Maine, Mississippi, 
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, 
Utah, West Virginia and 
Wisconsin.
O’Connor passed the injunc-
tion late on Aug. 21, a day before 
the following day. In his 38-
page order, O’Connor explains 
his judgment, stating the U.S. 
Department of  Education has 
exceeded its authority in regard to 
the Educational Amendments of  
1972. 
The 1972 law, containing the 
creation of  Title IX sex-discrim-
ination protections, states, “facili-
ties provided for students of  one 
sex shall be comparable to such 
facilities provided for students of  
the other sex.”
“It cannot be disputed that the 
plain meaning of  the term sex…
meant the biological and anatomi-
cal differences between male and 
female students as determined at 
their birth,” O’Connor wrote.
“Without question, permitting 
educational institutions to provide 
separate housing to male and fe-
male students, and separate edu-
cational instruction concerning 
human sexuality, was to protect 
students’ personal privacy, or dis-
cussion of  their personal privacy, 
while in the presence of  members 
of  the opposite biological sex.”
The injunction applies na-
tionwide and can now be used in 
several lawsuits throughout the 
nation against the Department 
of  Education, schools and states 
themselves. 
Fifty-one families are suing 
Township High School District 
211, and federal agencies in 
Northwestern Illinois after the 
school followed transgender man-
dates and allowed a transgender 
student to utilize whichever facil-
with. Students involved in the law-
suit argue their personal privacy 
rights are being invaded on. 
-
cult issue of  balancing the protec-
tion of  students’ rights and that 
of  personal privacy when using 
school bathrooms, locker rooms, 
showers and other intimate fa-
cilities, while ensuring that no 
student is unnecessarily margin-
alized while attending school,” 
O'Connor wrote. 
“The ruling could potentially 
deter the U.S. Department of  
Education from bringing new le-
gal action against schools that do 
not allow transgender students to 
use bathrooms and locker rooms 
of  their choice,” Kate Lawson, 
“The ultimate impact of  the 
decision is unclear at this time. 
We’ll learn more as it moves 
through the legal system. It’s im-
portant to note that this is a rul-
ing by a single judge in one circuit. 
Other courts across the country 
have agreed with the Obama ad-
ministration that transgender stu-
dents are protected by Title IX, 
and these decisions are not altered 
by the Texas ruling.”
are expected to be made by the 
U.S. Supreme Court case Gavin 
Grimm v. Gloucester High School. 
The high school is being sued for 
adopting a discriminatory policy 
towards transgender students by 
preventing them from using the 
bathroom of  their choice.
The Supreme Court voted 5-3 
earlier in August, to issue a tem-
porary stay of  a ruling to keep the 
case on track to allowing trans-
gender students to use whichever 
bathroom they preferred.
“As these issues evolve, Xavier 
will continue moving forward 
in our efforts to address the key 
areas of  the May 13, 2016 letter 
entitled ‘Dear Colleague Letter 
on Transgender Students’(DCL) 
jointly released by the U.S. 
Department of  Education and 
U.S. Department of  Justice,” 
Lawson continued. 
“We will continue our efforts 
to implement the DCL and to 
ensure we foster an inclusive cam-
pus for students who identify as 
transgender.”
SCOTUS ruling complicates trans efforts
UC joins smoke-free campuses
 Op-Ed
Staff-Columnist Josh Bozzick talks 
double-standards between politicians 
and athletes.
proval rating, many Brazilians are 
backing her through this process. 
Rousseff  spoke in her own de-
fense regarding the trial on Aug. 
29. “[I have] come to look right 
in the eyes of  [the supreme court 
justices] and say I have nothing to 
hide...I did not commit the crimes 
you accuse me of.” 
Rousseff  is currently near-
ing the end of  the impeach-
ment process, which teeters on 
the decisions of  81 senators. 
Only 54 need to vote against 
her for the impeachment to be 
finalized. 
The impeachment process in 
Brazil is similar to that in America 
where the decisions are voted 
upon by the Senate and House, 
and each vote has an opportunity 
to enact different levels of  conse-
quences. The Senate will vote af-
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BY AARON ROBINSON
Staff  Writer 
Brazilian President Dilma 
Rousseff  was dislodged, but not 
an impeachment trial was called 
as a result of  allegations regard-
ing the breaking of  budget rules. 
Rousseff  is accused of  taking il-
legal state loans in order to repair 
holes in the country’s budget. 
The charge was brought to 
the attention of  Brazil’s Senate 
by political rivals in the far-right 
party, which President Rousseff  
called a “coup d’état” against 
the left-winged Worker’s Party. 
Her main political rival is the 
former Speaker of  the House, 
Eduardo Cunha, who is also the 
head of  the agenda pushing for 
impeachment. 
Although, there has been a 
drop in Rousseff ’s overall ap-
votes for the proceeding of  the 
impeachment trial. 
April, and 367 out of  513 lawmak-
ers voted in favor, easily reaching 
the two-thirds vote mandatory 
for the matter to be passed to the 
Senate.
The vote took place in the 
Senate during May, in which 55 
senators voted in favor of  the 
impeachment process and 22 in 
opposition. Another vote was 
held in the Senate in August, and 
it was decided by 59 to 21 votes 
that there was enough evidence 
against Rousseff  to proceed to the 
trial phase.
 If  the vote goes through  the 
trial phase, Rousseff  will be re-
and her vice president, Michel 
all presidential powers. 
Aug. 22, 6:11 p.m. – A 
student reported someone 
shattered one of  the win-
dows of  his or her vehicle, 
which was parked in the R3 
Lot. Surveillance in the area 
showed the window had sud-
denly cracked, and upon inves-
tigation it is believed the win-
dow was shattered by the heat. 
Aug. 24, 7:21 a.m. – A 
commuter student reported 
several harassing phone calls 
by an unknown subject. 
Aug. 24, 1:49 p.m. – A stu-
dent reported an unknown sub-
ject on the Residential Mall mak-
ing unwanted comments. The 
delivery driver, who was found 
to be the subject, was warned 
and sent on his or her way. 
Aug. 24, 1:59 p.m. – Xavier 
pipe found by a Joseph Hall 
employee. 
Aug. 24, 7:37 p.m. – A stu-
dent reported an unknown sub-
ject had attempted to gain entry 
into Kuhlman Hall behind him or 
her while he or she was entering. 
The subject was believed to be a 
delivery driver who was referred 
student worker. Residence Life 
Aug. 24, 10:28 p.m. – Xavier 
Police helped Residence Life 
with a room search in Husman 
Hall. A small amount of  mari-
juana and drug paraphernalia was 
Aug. 26, 1:05 a.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Cincinnati Police 
and Cincinnati Fire and Rescue 
with an auto accident at Dana 
Avenue and Trimble Avenue. 
Paranormal 
Snacktivity 
Aug. 23, 12:27 p.m. – A 
commuter student living 
in the 900 block of  Dana 
Avenue reported an un-
known intoxicated subject 
was in his or her apartment 
the night before, ate some 
food out of  his or her re-
frigerator and stole a credit 
card. The student was re-
ferred to Cincinnati Police.
Photo courtesy www.wsj.com
Pushed back until after the Olympic Games, Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff (pictured above) appeared in the Senate for trial.
Two students were involved in the 
accident but were not injured.
Aug. 26, 10:32 p.m. – A stu-
dent who left his or her purse in 
the Hoff  Dining Commons told 
Xavier Police that his or her purse 
was returned, but $153 in cash 
had been removed. No suspects 
are known.
Aug. 26, 10:33 p.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Residence Life 
with a room search in the Village 
Apartments. A small amount of  
marijuana and drug parapherna-
Aug. 27, 2:53 a.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood Police 
with a loud party complaint 
in the 3700 block of  Regent 
Avenue. One student was cited 
for underage consumption. 
Aug. 27, 8:54 p.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Physical Plant 
with a water leak in the Village 
Apartments. Investigation re-
vealed a running toilet in the 
apartment above caused the 
leak. 
Aug. 28, 12:10 a.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Residence Life 
with students having room-
mate trouble in the Commons 
Apartments. 
Aug. 28, 1:48 a.m. – Xavier 
Police and Residence Life 
checked on an intoxicated 
underage student in Husman 
Hall. The student was left in 
the care of  a sober room-
mate. Residence Life will fol-
low up. 
Aug. 28, 10:00 p.m. – 
Xavier Police issued an XU 
Alert Me emergency notifi-
cation informing the campus 
community of  a flash flood 
warning in the area becasue 
of  heavy rainfall. 
Brazilian impeachment trial begins Toxic soil in East Chicago 
causes residents to vacate
Anthony Copeland, mayor 
of  East Chicago, Ind., an-
nounced in July that the 
residents of  West Calumet 
Housing Complex in Indiana 
must evacuate becasue of  
high levels of  toxic lead in 
the soil. 
This was just three months af-
ter the Enviornmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) received word 
that the area’s soil had become 
highly toxic, according to the 
EPA’s acting regional adminis-
trator for the Great Lakes re-
gion Robert A. Kaplan. 
Kaplan said that in 2008, 
as the EPA sought Superfund 
status for the Lead Refinery 
Smelting Plant in the area, tests 
identified some “hot spots” 
in the soil in and around the 
Calumet neighborhood. 
That year, and again in 2011, 
the EPA removed soil from the 
hot spots, and by 2009 they 
were suing companies respon-
sible for damaging the soil, ac-
cording to Kaplan. The EPA 
extensive testing on which soil 
needed to be removed. 
Contaminated soil sites 
were failed to be reported to 
the EPA again in November 
of  2014 and were not report-
ed on until may of  this year, 
Kaplan said. 
Kaplan reported that warn-
ings of  the danger had been 
publicized for almost a decade 
were deemed non-urgent by a 
2011 federal assessment of  the 
Superfund site.
Now, in an Aug. 3 meeting 
led by Mayor Copeland, the 
situation is being handled with 
more urgency. 
“I cannot multiply this 
enough times, to tell you the ir-
reparable damage that can hap-
pen to your child. I do not see 
how you can remove tons and 
tons of  dirt and not aggravate 
the problem,” Copeland said. 
He proceeded to tell the 
residents of  the Calumet com-
plex that he was seeking to de-
stroy it. 
According to the New 
York Times, $1.9 million in 
funding from the Federal 
Department of  Housing and 
Urban Development has been 
provided to the East Chicago 
Housing Authority for the 
relocation of  West Calumet 
residents. However, many resi-
dents are unable to relocate, 
despite the funds, because ini-
tial asking deposits from new 
complexes are too high. 
Copeland said “hundreds 
of  children suffer from ex-
cessive levels of  lead in their 
blood.” Lead posioning can 
have sever effects on child-
hood development. 
As a result of  the lead in the 
soil surrounding the neighbor-
hood, West Calumet Housing 
Complex is now scheduled to 
be demolished, leaving resi-
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What is wrong with Duke Energy?
Double standards: politicians and athletes
Alex Hale is a junior in the 
Philosophy Politics and the Public 
Program from Detroit, MI. He also works 
with Cincinnati City Councilman P.G. 
Sittenfeld.
“Duke is propos-
ing a new gas pipeline 
project that is pro-
jected to run through 
residential neigh-
borhoods here in 
Hamilton County.”
- Alex Hale
Josh Bozzick is a guest writer for the 
from Princeton, New Jersey.
sports in college and being able 
to hold a dialogue that centers 
feminism and the histories and 
contemporaries of  imperialism, 
colonization and liberation.
It is through political educa-
tion centered in Blackness that we 
shift the border of  initiating ac-
tion from the community to the 
athletes themselves.
Such systems aid Black athletes 
who enter any arena – be it high 
school, college or professional 
sports – with the tenacity and un-
derstanding that it is their duty to 
their duty to win.




Who is teaching our Black athletes?
Recent commentary on activ-
ism among Black athletes asserts 
that Black athletes should not be 
compelled to speak simply be-
cause they are called upon – and 
I agree.
Let’s take in consideration the 
#NoJusticeNoLebron campaign 
in December of  2015. Writer and 
activist Tariq Touré created the 
hashtag to call on LeBron James 
to lead a collective sit out until the 
Department of  Justice indicted 
the murderers of  Tamir Rice. Not 
only did LeBron not do so, his 
response illustrated he knew very 
little about the case.
While some might say that 
James was within his right not to 
he knew little about, his response 
reinforced the myth that Black 
athletes transcend the reality of  
race. His response set an example 
for his fans – like Tamir Rice him-
self  – and other young Black boys 
coming of  age in Cleveland that 
simply not being well versed in the 
details of  an unarmed child mur-
dered by police is enough of  an 
excuse for inaction.
Again, as so many times be-
fore, we were reminded that ath-
letes are not activists. But that’s 
not completely their fault.
Discourse about Black ath-
letes must also include the ways in 
which the sports industrial com-
plex teaches athletes the myth of  
economic security as freedom. 
Walter Byers, the orchestrator of  
the NCAA, wrote in his mem-
oir that he and his team “created 
the NCAA with a neo-plantation 
mindset.” Their goal was to ex-
ploit both Black talent and Black 
hope, the hope that sports could 
be a vehicle to a greater life free 
of  the many systemic oppressions 
that plague Black and Brown 
communities.
But who is teaching Black ath-
letes about their Blackness?
A large part of  what made 
Muhammad Ali willing and able 
to leverage a massive platform 
– in service of  Black liberation – 
was his level of  political education 
by the Nation of  Islam.
Activists and other members 
of  the Black community are not 
wrong in making a call to action; 
however, it’s wrong that they even 
have to when adequate political 
education systems for Black ath-
letes are lacking. Underserved by 
a white-washed educational sys-
tem and misguided by a sports 
system rooted in the exploitation 
of  Black bodies, Black athletes are 
intentionally severed from engag-
ing in any matter of  identity or 
liberation.
But, rather than regard Black 
athletes as a lost cause, systems 
the political education of  Black 
athletes. Such systems of  politi-
cization and activism already ex-
ist, such as Black Youth Project 
100 and Black Lives Matter, both 
of  which have an expansive fol-
lowing and national chapters of  
young people. Some of  these 
young people surely play a sport 
or two.
But winning games creates 
million dollar contracts don’t in-
clude protests. And while most 
coaches are mentors to young 
Black athletes, most coaches are 
also white. Black athletes are not 
left out of  the aforementioned 
spaces by intent of  the organiza-
tion but by the systemic structure 
of  white supremacy.
To be Black is to be in a con-
stant struggle for control of  your 
body. To be Black and an athlete 
is to assume control of  your body, 
but athletes’ time, ambitions and 
education do not belong to them. 
The creation of  educational sys-
Black athletes creates a counter-
narrative integral to preserving 
their platform.
Imagine an organization that 
provided a counter-narrative to 
athletes from the early ages of  
middle school, a narrative that fa-
cilitated an understanding in het-
eronormative patriarchy and rape 
culture.
Imagine the same organiza-
tion working with athletes in high 
school on a curriculum that for-
mally grappled with Blackness, 
identity politics, cooperative eco-
nomics and activism. Envision 
a few of  these athletes playing 
Taylor Zachary is a senior sociology 
major and columnist for the Newswire 
from Oakland, CA.
whether you’ll get killed just 
for being Black, gay, a woman, 
Muslim, etc. you realize there are 
many things in this country that 
need to change.
If  Kaepernick was given the 
chance to undo what he did, I 
hope that he would sit right back 
down and protest. He’s doing 
what we all need to do – say that 
we’re not going to stand by and 
let injustice happen. If  we have to 
do that by sitting, then sit we will.
Grant F. Vance is the Managing 
Editor at the Newswire. He is a senior 
English & Digitial Innovation Film and 
Television double major from Jeffersonville, 
Ind.  
I know nothing about sports. I 
time on Saturday, which I imme-
diately regretted because I was 
so sweaty. The only thing I know 
about the NFL is that it stands for 
National Football League.
However, I was drawn into the 
world of  sports yet again when 
I saw a video of  a man lighting 
a red Jersey with “Kaepernick” 
written across the neckline in 
white letters. ablaze I wasn’t fazed 
time I had seen a sports fan light 
won’t be the last – but the issue at 
hand got me thinking as I learned 
more about it.
People are up in arms – as 
usual – because of  Kaepernick’s 
lack of  “patriotism,” or whatever 
you want to call it. “How dare he 
not stand for the anthem of  our 
country! If  he doesn’t like it here, 
he should leave!” Except no, he 
shouldn’t leave. He hasn’t done 
anything wrong, and he’s well 
within his rights both not stand 
for the National Anthem and to 
protest inequality in America. In 
case you’ve forgotten, the First 
Amendment of  the Constitution, 
the highest law of  the land that 
regulates our country, protects his 
right to protest in whatever way 
he chooses.
There are no laws requiring ci-
vilians to stand for the National 
Anthem. There are etiquette 
laws, yes, but those are enforced 
about as much as jaywalking. 
Kaepernick’s protest falls under 
the First Amendment, which pro-
tects our freedom of  speech and 
expression. I saw this argument on 
my Facebook feed. Paraphrased, it 
read, “if  you support [Kaepernick] 
but mock [Tebow], then you’re 
not American.” But if  we praise 
Tebow for expressing his beliefs, 
why do we persecute Kaepernick 
for expressing his?
Kaepernick has also been get-
ting grilled for talking about op-
pression while being rich and liv-
ing in a mansion. This argument 
reminds me of  a popular Russel 
Brand quote: “When I was poor 
and complained about inequality 
they said I was bitter; now that I’m 
rich and I complain about inequal-
ity they say I’m a hypocrite. I’m 
beginning to think they just don’t 
want to talk about inequality.” If  
someone refuses to listen to the 
oppressed people themselves and 
disregards the people in power 
who try to help them, how exactly 
-
lems? If  you aren’t actively trying 
to solve inequality, then you have 
no right to tell others how to solve 
it.
There’s also the tired, often-
trotted-out argument of  “the sol-
diers died for our right to respect 
this country!” that’s been making 
the rounds again. People seem 
to have conveniently forgotten, 
-
ing for everyone’s right to express 
beliefs and opinions. Not standing 
for the National Anthem is not a 
sign of  disrespect – it’s the expres-
sion of  belief  that soldiers protect 
every day of  their lives.
Protesting inequality is a privi-
lege that ends with imprison-
ment or death in other countries. 
America is as good as it is because 
we refuse to silence the voices that 
-
alizing that the experiences of  our 
minorities are valid, we can never 
to.
You may not agree with 
Kaepernick, and you are well 
within your rights to voice your 
displeasure at his actions. But real-
ize that what he’s done is not only 
completely legal, it’s important. 
His concern is the concern of  
every minority community. When 
you have to worry every day about 
Centering Blackness in political education
“There are no laws 
requiring civilians 
to stand for the 
National Anthem. 
There are etiquette 
laws, yes, but those 
are enforced about 
as much as jaywalk-
ing.”
- Trever McKenzie
Why Colin Kaepernick is not wrong
Trever McKenzie is a copy editor 
for the Newswire. He is a sophomore 
theatre major from Higginsport, OH.
“To be Black is to 
be in a constant 
struggle for control 
of  your body. To 
be Black and an 
athlete is to assume 
control of  your 
body, but athletes’ 
time, ambitions, 
and education 
do not belong to 
them.”
- Taylor Zachary











Matt Vasquenza in a game last season.
Photo courtesy of Adam Spegele
College football gets underway
BY ADAM PURVIS
Staff  Writer
The college football season 
kicked off  this past Saturday 
in Australia, as the California 
Golden Bears took down the 
Hawaii Warriors in the season’s 
opening game. The bulk of  the 
action will start this Saturday, with 
plenty of  highly anticipated games 
slated for fan enjoyment.
Week one of  the 2016 season 
is set to be one of  the strongest 
starts in history thanks to the 
College Football Playoff  com-
mittee’s emphasis on strength 
of  schedule and big neutral-site 
games. There are three head-to-
head matchups of  teams that 
College Football Playoff  Top 25: 
Oklahoma vs. Houston, at noon, 
Alabama vs. USC, at 8 p.m. and 
Florida State vs. Ole Miss, Sept. 5 
at 8 p.m. 
Other big games can be found 
outside of  dual-Top 25 contests, 
with Saturday also featuring Notre 
Dame vs. Texas, Clemson vs. 
Auburn, LSU vs. Wisconsin and 
UCLA vs. Texas A&M.
Ohio State seems poised for 
another big year, much to the 
delight of  local college football 
fans. The Buckeyes will surely 
face some challenges after losing 
Ezekiel Elliot, Cardale Jones, Joey 
Bosa and plenty more to the NFL, 
but an Urban Meyer-led team has 
Barrett looks to regain the form 
that he found his freshman year 
when he acted as the replacement 
quarterback for Braxton Miller. 
OSU will be starting off  its season 
at home against Bowling Green 
on Sept. 3 at noon, with young 
talent ready to shine.
As the winners of  the National 
Championship last year, Alabama 
has high expectations for the 2016 
campaign. The Crimson Tide’s of-
fense should be as explosive as last 
year’s unit with new tight end O.J. 
Howard and receiving duo Calvin 
Ridley and ArDarius Stewart. The 
issue for Alabama lies in who will 
throw these talented receivers the 
ball, as no starting quarterback has 
been named for the Crimson Tide. 
Alabama Coach Nick Saban 
has had many candidates for the 
quarterback position and has 
narrowed it down to two for the 
opening of  the season: Cooper 
Bateman and Blake Barnett. 
Though Alabama has never been 
at quarterback, there will always 
be question marks surrounding a 
team that hasn’t named a starter a 
mere few days before the start of  
the season.
Clemson opens the season 
at No. 2 in the polls, returning a 
plethora of  starters from last sea-
son’s team that lost to Alabama in 
the National Championship game. 
Coach Dabo Sweeney will turn 
to quarterback DeShaun Watson 
to lead the Tigers, with Watson 
opening the season as the odds-
on favorite to take home the 
third in Heisman voting in 2015. 
Fans should also watch out for 
Stanford’s Christian McCafferey, 
Florida State’s Dalvin Cook and 
LSU’s Leonard Fournette in the 
Heisman race, as they join Watson 
and J.T. Barrett at the top of  the 
bill. Playmakers tend to make the 
college football season that much 
more exciting, and the 2016 sea-
son is packed full of  them.
Abbey Bessler (above) is coming off of an outstanding 2015 season in which she was named the Big East Player of the Year.
Volleyball finds success at Illini Classic
The Xavier volleyball team 
opened its season at the Illini 
Classic in Champaign, Ill., at Huff  
Hall. The team moved to 2-1 fol-
lowing wins over Arkansas and 
Missouri State and a loss against 
the home team, No. 14 Illinois. 
Xavier started play at the Illini 
Classic with a match against 
Missouri State. The Musketeers 
sets, 3-2. The Bears captured the 
25-17 and 16-14. The Musketeers 
showcased their talent with three 
Peterson not only had a team-high 
.400 hitting percentage but also 
marked a career-high 17 kills. 
On day two, the Musketeers 
faced the host team and dropped 
the match in four sets. Xavier 
gained solid experience playing 
top talent early in the season to 
The beginning of  the season 
for the Xavier men’s soccer team 
has been anything but quiet, with 
the opening two games offering 
plenty of  excitement and much to 
look forward to for the rest of  the 
season.
The Musketeers opened up 
their season at home on Aug. 
26 against the Evansville Aces. 
Xavier won 3-1 in a marathon 
evening at the Xavier Soccer 
Complex, which included a near 
three-hour weather delay before 
the match even began. The con-
test was slated for a 7 p.m. kickoff  
but did not get started until about 
10 p.m. Once play was under way, 
however, the two teams compet-
ed in a fast-paced and eventful 
matchup, both looking to get their 
non-conference schedule off  to a 
hot start. 
just 1:35, scoring off  a set piece. 
However, the Musketeers re-
grouped well with Jalen Brown 
winning and converting a penalty 
in the 28th minute and freshmen 
Derrick Otim and Curtis Hansford 
goals to lead the Musketeers to 
a convincing victory. In the end, 
Xavier outshot Evansville 21-8 
and improved to 3-2-2 in their last 
seven season-opening games.
Following the Evansville 
match was a road game against 
Alabama-Birmingham on Aug. 
28, where the Musketeers again 
outshot their opponents 15-4 but 
the net, falling 2-0. Despite drop-
ping to 1-1 on the season, there 
were plenty of  positives in the 
game, which included a shot off  
the post and plenty of  chances on 
goal in an early-season game. The 
road matchup also featured the 
debut of  freshman goalie Zachary 
Nelson, who started and made a 
save in the contest. 
The early part of  this soccer 
season is proving to be tough 
for Coach Andy Fleming and the 
Musketeers, who now go on to 
take on the Virginia Cavaliers on 
the road and the Dartmouth Big 
Green at home before hosting UC 
in a crosstown matchup on Sept. 
13. Both UVA and Dartmouth are 
top-25 ranked teams. 
The men will play their next 
home game on Monday, Sept. 5, 
at 7 p.m. against Dartmouth.
Clemson’s season will rely heavily on Deshaun Watson (above), who enters the year as the Heisman favorite.
prepare them for conference play. 
Though Xavier fell to the 
Fighting Illini, senior outside hit-
ter Abbey Bessler had her second 
double-double of  the season and 
the 54th of  her career. Redshirt 
junior Mackenzi Humm also had a 
notable performance with a team-
high 28 assists paired with seven 
digs. 
The Musketeers closed out the 
tournament on day three with a 
four-set win against Arkansas. 
In the match, Xavier hit .329, 
the Musketeer’s highest hit-
ting percentage in almost a year 
since a conference win against 
Georgetown in October 2015 
(.477 hitting percentage). 
Xavier started the match 
strong in set one, hitting .500 with 
17 kills. Arkansas never took the 
lead, and the Musketeers won the 
set 25-17. 
The Razorbacks came back to 
win the second set, 25-22. Xavier 
was unable to take the lead and hit 
its lowest hitting percentage of  
the day with .143. 
The Musketeers used set two as 
motivation to come back strong in 
the third game. They went on an 
impressive 15-4 run to take the 
lead to 21-9. They concluded the 
set with a 25-14 win and a .469 
hitting percentage. Bessler had six 
kills. 
Xavier sealed the deal in the 
fourth frame, but the Razorbacks 
The set had three lead changes and 
six ties. At one time, Xavier led by 
seven before Arkansas got back 
within three points. Sophomore 
outside hitter Laura Grossman 
and Peterson had kills to secure 
the victory for the Musketeers. 
Xavier returns to action on 
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Legendary Gene Wilder passes at 83
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Katie Mitchell (left), Cassie Delicath (center) and Hannah Sheppard (right) collectively starred as Lauren Lucas as she travels through time to piece together the missing details of her rape.
BY HANNAH PAIGE MICHELS
Head Photographer
‘Slut Shaming’ unleashes harsh truths
I hope you made it to Xavier’s 
production of  Slut Shaming: A 
Time Travel Rape Adventure  last 
week to see a powerful perfor-
mance tackling rape culture head 
on.
Slut Shaming follows 15-year-
old Lauren Lucas before, during 
and after the night she was sexu-
ally assaulted at a high school 
party. Often referring to herself  
as a time-traveller, Lauren takes 
the audience with her as she revis-
its the night of  her attack, along 
-
backs of  people who come back 
to haunt her.
Only 50 minutes, the perfor-
mance is fast-paced and gripping, 
as three actresses rhythmically 
and unapologetically recall the 
night of  Lauren’s attack. 
Seniors Katie Mitchell and 
Hannah Sheppard and sopho-
more Cassie Delicath all portray 
the role of  Lauren Lucas simulta-
character roles throughout the 
performance.
The blackbox stage was 
dressed with a pair of  lockers, side 
by side, which would be opened 
throughout the performance to 
-
an entirely new space and mood.
While the end was a bit preachy 
and the shouting of  the charac-
ters was repetitive (and rather 
show could never compromise 
performance. 
Following the show, director 
Bridget Leak explained how the 
script evolved with additions ref-
erencing issues such as the Brock 
Turner rape case to keep the show 
current and relevant.
The script was poignant and 
self-aware, and the performances 
mimicked the unapologetic style 
of  slam poetry. 
The actors truly owned the 
story they were telling. They 
were unafraid to be angry about 
Lauren’s rape, to assert to the 
entire audience that this was no 
misunderstanding, that rape cul-
ture is an incredibly real epidemic 
facing our world. The performers 
demanded that the audience not 
only hear what they had to say, 
but also listen to the story they 
were telling.
I could not have picked a more 
important and relevant show to 
kick off  the school year. For all 
of  the voices silenced by rape and 
sexual assault, Slut Shaming gives 
a voice back to survivors, the 
words echoing off  every wall on 
this campus.
Gene Wilder immortalized the role of Willy Wonka, a character he wished would make the audience question whether he was “telling the truth or not.”
Photo courtesy of wpengine.net
Legendary comedic actor Gene 
Wilder passed away  Monday, 
Aug. 29. 
Known for his phenomenal 
performances in Blazing Saddles, 
Young Frankenstein and Willy Wonka 
and the Chocolate Factory, he brought 
laughter and joy to countless 
people. 
He passed away at the age 
of  83 at his home in Stamford, 
Conn., due to complications from 
Alzheimer’s disease. 
“We understand for all the 
emotional and physical chal-
lenges this situation presented we 
have been among the lucky ones 
— unlike in so many cases, (his 
illness) never stole his ability to 
recognize those that were closest 
to him, nor took command of  his 
personality,” his nephew said in a 
statement.
“The decision to wait until 
this time to disclose his condi-
tion wasn’t vanity, but more so 
that the countless young children 
that would smile or call out to 
him ‘there’s Willy Wonka,’ would 
not have to be then exposed to an 
adult referencing illness or trouble 
and causing delight to travel to 
worry, disappointment or con-
fusion. He simply couldn’t bear 
the idea of  one less smile in the 
world.”
Born Jerome Silberman in 
Milwaukee, Wisc., Wilder started 
his career back in the 1960s. His 
a nervously anxious accountant 
pulled into a scam to produce 
The Producers, where he would 
for his performance. He would 
his work on the screen play of  
Young Frankenstein, in which he 
also starred as the grandson of  
the infamous Victor Frankenstein. 
Even after being diagnosed with 
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma in 
1989, Wilder continued to light up 
the screen and brighten up lives. 
The role most will remem-
ber Wilder for is  Willy Wonka 
in Willy Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory. Bringing pure imagination 
to the hearts of  many, Wilder will 
not be forgotten. His whimsical 
nature and screen presence will 
always be one of  the best, and he 
will be missed by generations who 
enjoyed his talent. He was truly a 
good deed in a weary world.
BY SAM MARTINI
Staff  Writer






 Over Labor Day weekend, thousands 
will gather to watch fireworks blast over 
the Ohio River. Once again, WEBN is 
giving us a farewell to summer with their 
free annual firework show. People have 
gathered every year since 1976 to see the 
fireworks in downtown Cincinnati or in 
Northern Kentucky as they light up the 
sky. The fireworks are synced to the mu-
sic played by WEBN (102.7 FM). The 
fireworks this year are on Sunday, Sept. 4, 
C E L E B R A T I O N
and the show begins at 9:05 p.m. 
 Since this is such a fun Cincinnati tra-
dition, Xavier students don’t want to miss 
out. It’s a perfect free activity to do with 
a group of  friends, and you don’t have to 
worry about driving or figuring out how 
to get there because the Student Activities 
Council (SAC) got you covered. 
 SAC is busing students down to and 
from the fireworks. The buses will leave 
Buenger Circle at 7:30 p.m. and arrive back 
at campus around 
11:30 p.m. This is 
a great opportuni-
ty to visit downtown 
Cincinnati (and avoid the disastrous park-
ing). Be sure to get there early, as SAC is 
only taking 300 students on a first-come, 
first-served basis. You don’t want to miss 
out on what’s sure to be a spectacular 
show.
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